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ABSTRACT

The popularity and development of social networksites has revolutionized the way of communication
especially among youth. The concept of sociabitias gained a renewed interest with the emergendbeofSocial
Networking Sites. Interpersonal interaction and pumication has been getting replaced slowly by renli
communication. Although these Social Network Sktas contributed in keeping people connected bilteasame time the
risk factors associated with the use of social netimg sites cannot be denied. The purpose of tkegmt study was to
find out the impact of use of social networkingesibn their social relationship. So a total sangpl&00 college students
(17 to 23 years) was taken into the sample by usurgosive sampling technique. Only those colleégeents who are
using any kind of Social Networking Sites were ut#d in the sample. The data was collected by wsisgjf constructed
tool. The tool consisted of sixty four items tottdee effects of social networking sites on collstigdents. A significant
correlation was found between of use of social netimg sites and their social relationships. Ndedtdnce was found in
the use of social networking sites among boys arisl.85% students feel that it helps them to mamtalationship with
their friends and 33% agreed that social networlsitgs helps them to maintain a regular contadh wieir parents and

teachers.
KEYWORDS: Social Networking Sites, Profil©nline Communication

INTRODUCTION

The increasing popularity of web-based social neltimg services is a striking feature of modern hamaciety
especially among adolescents. They have becomeyhasers of this technologies specially the webebasocial
networking services like facebook, Google, Watsappspace, Twitter and gaming sites etc. . Accordmgocial media
statistics of 2014 out of 1,256 million Indian pdgtion 106 million are active social media usersit Of this figure
facebook alone adding 16 million new users sinecaidey 2014 or it can be said roughly that one neer every second.
The number of facebook users in India alone is @@& million. Despite being facebook second largesstket worldwide,
social media diffusion in India remains at just &%itter and Linkedin follow, while orkut still apjpes in India’s top five
platforms.. More than two users sign up for Linkeevery second. Some of the interesting facts roeedi in social media
statistics report 2014 are that more than 2 usgrsup for Linkdin every second, 23% of teens cdesinstagram as their
favourite social network, Weekends are the mosufasgime to share vines, Number of Snaps sendiggion Snap Chat
is 400 Million and 40% of Youtube traffic comesiimanobile (social media statistics of 2014). Anotsierdy of R. Dingra
(2011) on social media says that India is the aguwhich comes third when it comes to social nekitg and photo

sharing. As per the Mcafee report (2014) 66% ydeéh more accepted on social media than in peratiar uploading
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photos 72% youth wished they received more |ik@8 Teel more important or popular when they receivet of likes
and they feel depressed when do not receive likésalso found that, about 30 million Indians wéa@ online consumers
are members of social networking sites. Over thd six months 45,000 online Indians mean to joinialonetworking

sites each day. Social Media in India is growing bp day at 100 percent and is likely to touch 4Bion users by 2012.

Origin of Social Networking Sites: Few social networking services such as Usenetpgr@nd bulletin board
were established by like-minded communities to camicate about specific topics. They were mostlyohglto early
Internet users like computer programmers and eigbiss they often focused on technology and compagience, as well
as topics of interest to them, such as role-plagages. A common feature of these sites was thiercben, a dedicated
web space that let people type messages to eaghanttl receives responses in real time. Becaugentie seen as being
for "techies," or people with great interest in &mbwledge of technology, the early social netwogksites were not very
popular with the mainstream population. The sonmtiworking site has Some of the earliest servioeparform this
function were Classmates, which attempted to reecinpeople who had attended school together, and&grees of
Separation, which allowed people to list theirrids for others to view early networking sites dileactive, while others,
such as Six Degrees of Separation, did not fareiméhe market despite having millions of regisusers. By 2003, the
list of services had grown to include such popuarvices as Friendster, LinkedIin and MySpace. Wheendster
announced in 2003 that it would begin charging ulss to use the website, many users left to joemver,
non-fee-charging services, such as MySpace. Fiientlad also been suffering from technical problens to a surge in
new users as it became more popular. This rapitindeis something most web-based businesses must wbout.
MySpace is one of the most popular social netwaykirebsites, in part because of its widespread amopy teenagers, a
user base that several earlier sites failed tacttBetween its launch in 2003 and 2007, the nurob@ew members
joining daily had grown to 230,000. Facebook, exiiag from its 2004 launch as an exclusive netwagkservice for

Harvard University, is expected to compete with &€& in popularity and membership.
Social Impact of Social Networking Sites on Colleg8tudents

As far as social impact of Social Networking Sitescollege students is concerned it can be satdtthas both
positive as well as negative impact. Many peopiektithat because of Social Networking Sites notydhk relationship

has become stronger but it also provides a comrtafopm for sharing the knowledge and information.

Social networking is not for everyone, but it issneuch a massive part of all our lives, whetherenérace or
reject the notion, that it can no longer be ignofut are social networking sites such as Facebbeitter, and Google+

a force for good or evil?

The positive impact of Social Networking Sites, wen say that it provides us a platform for speedy
communication and be in touch with the world. Isaahelps in building relationships. We can search a@d school
classmate or an old friend whose contact numbaddress is not available. So it can be said tHatls in widening our
relationship. Many students communicate and puldistheir Social Networking Sites about a wide watopics. This
mean it is an important media for socialization amekxhibit interest in various activities globaNjarshall BA, (2009).
Another benefit of facebook friends, social capéatl college student’s use of online social netvgitds is that it might
provide greater benefits for users experiencing s@-esteem and low self-satisfaction Steinfield(2009). Recently
have emphasized the importance of internet- baskddes for the formation of weak ties, which semgethe foundation

of bridging social capital. Because online relasioips may be supported by some of the technoldiieddistribution
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lists, photo directories, and search capabilitiels, possible that new forms of social capital htipe improving by such
sites, which support loose social ties, allowingrago create and maintain larger, diffuse netwaoiklationships from
which they could potentially draw resources. Donatid Boyd (2004) hypothesize that Social Network8iges could
greatly increase the weak ties one could form aathtain, because the technology is well-suited &ntaining such ties
cheaply and easily. They also share their pergomddlems with online friends and maintain a verynirate relationship
with their online friends thus it is a positive iodtor that Indian youth are not only techno-saawg social active, but

they also possess social consciousness. Neelaka(@009).

An adolescent spends on average approximatelyHfours per week watching television and the computes
the second popular media. An adolescent does #ttequrfing for different purposes such as workimg fkmmework,
playing computer games, sending and receiving emad instant messaging. It shows that computebbasme the all
time favorite for adolescents after television @myJ.A, 2006). Excess use of internet is an itgmbrconcern among
adolescents and current research does indicateegjmaidentity achievement in students are gettisdicded to internet
which is the present revolving problem of the adoémts of today Tsai and Lin (2003). Adolescentstaens are rooting
in socializing through networking sites. Barnes N@010). The use social networking sites as todind social
acceptance. They feel more accepted on social nibdiathey do in real life. Many of them feel imgt or popular
when they receive a lot of “likes” on the photosted of themselves on social media. To avoid th#t adonitoring or to

hide their real identity they even create a faldfifer or posting photos that are not their own.
Risk Factors Associated with Use of Social Netwonkg Sites

Such popularity also brings negative attention.eSasvolving the stalking of minors, bullying andvacy issues
have become part of the public debate over so@dkarking. Several minors have been lured intoti@ighips with
sexual predators they met online, forcing MySpawe @ther services to adopt age requirements arat ettiety measures
given by Digg (2012).

There has been significant and concern about #fs of online social networking because of acces®tsonal
information and the anonymity that the system aslo®v number of public cases of bullying and idgntiiteft have put this
issue in the public arena. In a study of Ruchi 8agh, 2013 on impact of Social Networking Site lom youth of India, it
was found that sometimes youth get exposed to uradarontact or people posting in-appropriate oetipgy information
online while using social networking sites. Somecsfied having online bullying and provided exanspgeich as abusive
messages and harassment from someone of the appesit Besides this some other disadvantages n§ (Bocial
Networking Sites, as responded by the sampled yarghime consuming nature, easy access to persdgoghation by
others. Youth also get exposed to massages fohaleparketing by peer-to-peer transmission, anthaesites enables
youth to communicate to one another on alcohol wmpsion and their views of alcohol marketing messagrhe
information being shared by young people who ussdtsites openly and highlights the threat for goumernet users
Griffths R, (2010). The exposure to tobacco onititernet to analyze adolescent’s internet use. study of Jenssen BP,
(2009), internet-tracking was installed on home poters used by 346 eligible participants. All wedges viewed by
adolescent participants were captured during aa30for each subject. Tobacco products were sol8®pages and 242
pages contained links to tobacco products soldtbergages. Youth sexual solicitation and harasswesur focused on
sites such as MySpace and Facebook, widely usext@By solicit underage youth and youth reportediawanted sexual

solicitation online, reported an incident on netking site specially reported an online harassmect this focus on
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psychosocial problem of youth is the need of thg déus youth outreach programs, school anti-bogjywrograms and

mental health services are very necessary Mitéqkl(2008)
Objectives

* Toinvestigate the use of social networking site£bllege students

* To find out the impact of use of SNS on socialtietesship among College students

* To find out the impacts on social networking sib@sadolescent with respect to gender
Hypotheses

Hol There is no relationship between use of sociavoiing sites and impact on social relationship ago

college students
Ho2 There is no effect of social networking sites dolascent with respect to gender

Method: The purpose of the study was to find out the ussoofal networking sites by college students asd it

impact on their social relationship. So the popatatonstituted of all college students of the .ciytotal sample of 100
college students was taken into the sample by usimgosive sampling technique. Only those colleggeents who are
using any kind of Social Networking Sites were imeld in the sample. Out of total 100 college sttg]e50 girls and 50
boys were selected from 1S University and SKIT \msity. The data was collected by using a selfstoted tool.

The tool consisted of sixty four items to test #ffects of social networking sites on college stugdeThe questionnaire is
divided into two parts. The first past is desigriecklicit the general information such as name, age&, type of Social
Networking Sites used, profile created, frequentyse etc. The second part is designed to collgetiic information

regarding the positive or negative impact of Solietworking Sites on adolescents.

The data was obtained for the conveniently selentedhative population between the ages of 17 ty&ds.
The scores obtained through the administrationhef questionnaire were subjected to statically aislin Statistical

package for social science, version 20.
RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Table 1: Correlation between Use of Social Networkig Sites and its
Impact on Social Relationship of College Students

Mean | S.D R
Use of SNS 14.83] 2.69
Impa_lcton.somal 5461 | 6.32 0.85
relationship

The correlation between use of Social NetworkingsSand its impact on social relationship of calegudents
was fund strongly significant (r =0.85). So HoXeégected, which states that there is no relatignbleitween use of social

networking sites and impact on social relationgnppng college students.

They share their happiness and personal problerts aviline friends. They maintain their relationshijith
school friends on social networking sites and ateke new friends. Some of the students said thattmes they feel

hesitated to interact with few people but can eterwith them very confidently online. But the rifkctor which is
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associated with online interaction is that few ledrh fall in intimate relationship with strangerdieTsame kind of result
was found in a study of Dept. of Media Sciencespakniversity Chennai, India. 20% youth were fogubd friends

with the virtual strangers and 7% have very intena@iationship with their online friends (strangers

The increasing use of gadgets such as Smartphpaé, notepad has made the visiting of social neding sites
by students of college, more easy and frequenta¥@nage four to ten times, a college student viggrofile on social
networking sites. From a student’s point of vietg tmore likes they get on their uploaded photo arias networking

sites, they consider more popular they are, i g@iup.

Table 2: Mean, SD and t value of Impact of SNS ond8ial Relationship with Respect to Gender

N | Mean | S.D T P
Gfls_{ 501 25501 280 115 0-675 Not
Boys | 50 | 14.1 | 3.05 Significant

No significant difference was found in use of Sbblatworking Sites among boys and girls at 5%. Taeyequal
to each other in their use of Social NetworkingSind its impact on Social Relationship. Now asdbgys and girls both
are using more or less equally Social NetworkintesSito interact with their Friends, Parents, andchers. So the
hypothesis 2 is accepted which states that thene idifference in the use of social networkingssite college students

with respect to gender.

Table 3: Percentile Distribution of College StudentJse of Social Networking Sites and its
Impact on Relationship with Friends, Teachers and &rents

Mostly Sometimes Mostly Sometimes
Helped (%) | Helped (%) | Hurt (%) Hurt (%)
Friends 65 33.3 1.66 1.66
Teachers 33.3 43.3 6.6 1.2
Parents 33.3 31.6 9.6 3

Table 3 shows that 65 percent college student& thiat use of SNS mostly helps in maintaining thlationship
with their friends, 33.3 percent think that it helpometime. Only 1.6 percent college students ttiakusing SNS hurts
them. As far as relationship with parents is conedr 33.3 percent students found it mostly helpfud 31.6 percent
students believe that it sometimes helped in iotarg with parents. This may be because studeetdivang away from
their home and resides in hostel and SNS is an&abyree of cost way to interact with their paseitven with teachers,
approximately 76 percent of college students thimkt SNS mostly or sometimes helped them to intevaih their
teachers. On the basis of these findings it casalbthat in 2% century even teachers are using SNS to interahttivir
students. Students make groups on Whatsapp ordakednd they interact with teachers through chheyTsay that it
saves their time and can access to their teachginenthrough these apps. But it needs to be funteeified through
researches.
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Figure 1
CONCLUSIONS

Popularity of social networking sites has alterkd toncept of sociability among students. The peesonal
communication has been replaced slowly by onlimaroonication. The use of social networking sitesratsheen limited
to interacting with friends only but it is becomitige preferred way of communication with their paseand teachers. The

trend is further accelerated with the use of Sniene by students which include almost all the festwf a computer.

Overall the use of social networking sites by shiglés associated with many benefits such as —dbéew feeling
of connectedness, get exposure to a supportiveement to explore the relationships and they gksoa key source of
information. But on the other side, a number dfsiassociated with use of social networking sitehsas cyber bullying,
exposure to illegal content and privacy violatidihis happens when the students are not aware gfricy policies of
social networking sites and they share their peisamformation which they should not. Students néededucate
themselves about the ways of using social mediatla@dommon risks associated with it, to help therderstand and

navigate the technologies.
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